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Dean Katharyne Mitchell, Chancellor's Award recipient Riri Shibata, and Colleges Nine & Ten Provost Flora Lu celebrate at the Social
Sciences Student Award Luncheon.

LETTER FROM THE DEAN
As the academic year draws to a close, it gives me great pleasure to reflect upon my
first year as Dean of Social Sciences here at UC Santa Cruz.
The high caliber of our faculty and the wonderful diversity of their research interests
continues to amaze me. Last fall and this spring, we showcased some of this superb
work at our twice annual Research Frontiers Evenings, held in Santa Cruz and Silicon
Valley.
At our recent Scholarship Awards Luncheon, I had the pleasure of celebrating the

remarkable achievements of our students. Their research and technological prowess,
advanced writing and thinking skills, and commitment to social justice made me
proud, once again, to be part of this division. It is my goal to increase student
scholarships within the Social Sciences, building clusters of awards around key areas
such as public service and civic engagement.
This year I have been establishing the foundation for an exciting new hub of
collaborative research and teaching: the Santa Cruz Institute for Social
Transformation. The Institute will help us to highlight and advance the extraordinary
work of our faculty and students and will position us at the vanguard of the critical
social, economic, and environmental issues of our time. We will be making our public
launch this fall, so keep a lookout for event announcements.
The 21st century is shaping up to be a time of tremendous anxiety and insecurity.
From increasing economic precarity to growing incivility and xenophobia to climate
change, the future seems both perilous and uncertain. But one thing is clear: social
scientists at UC Santa Cruz aren't content to stay on the sidelines. We know what is
at stake, and we are learning and teaching the skills and knowledge necessary to
have a positive impact on our world and on our collective future. Please join us!
Katharyne Mitchell
Dean

DONORS MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Aphorism Foundation
underwrites an
important work on

Alumna Valerie Fuette
creates a new
scholarship in the

Giving Day 2018
shatters records

environmental history

Politics Department

PLANNED GIVING
Have you included the Social Sciences in your estate plan? Please Let Us Know if
the University is part of your will or trust so we can ensure that your future donation
is honored, and your legacy lives on, in the precise manner you wish. All you have to
do is tell us!
Drop us a line today at gift.planning@ucsc.edu or give us a call at (831) 459-1045.

FACULTY EXCELLENCE

Shelly Grabe is
building a feminist
psychology of
resistance

Dan Wirls argues that
democrats are
shirking their duty

Carlos Dobkin looks
at the real costs of
hospitalization

Nirvikar Singh

Kai Zhu looks

Researchers discuss

explores “The Other
One Percent”

underground to track
climate change

educational needs of
Latino, immigrant,
and disadvantaged
youth

STUDENTS IN ACTION

Bronwen Stanford uncovers
disparities in coastal stream
restoration projects

Courtney Zuniga is inspired by
strong women leaders during her
UCDC internship

Forest Peri builds bee hotels

'First-gen' student pays it forward

ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT

Community Studies
class showcases
public health leaders
in 'Year of Alumni'

UC Santa Cruz
honors alumni:
bestselling author
Hector Tobar and
historian Virginia
Espino

Campus environment
led alumna to pursue
architecture

IN MEMORIAM
Remembering Community Studies
Founder William H. Friedland
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