Statement of Philosophy of Joel Frankel

What follows is a statement written by Joel's mother and some of his friends.

In June 1979, Joel stood here giving his senior address—sharing his thoughts on being a Merrill student and the impact of that experience on his life. He was actively involved socially, culturally, and politically in the community.

He chose at that time to postpone further education because he wanted to experience life from a point of view different from that of a student. He wanted to know what it was like to “make it on his own,” and to be away from the shelter of the college community.

Out of his studies, his family and cultural heritage, and the friends he developed in his young life, Joel was filled with a passion for social justice, a sense of world family, and a hatred for the forces of exploitation and oppression.

He saw himself not as a leader—a champion—but as a part of the struggle for a better world.

In a letter written to a friend in 1978, he wrote, “It is time for this cog called Joel Frankel to enter the machine that makes up this world.” The Talmud tells us: “Be wise not only in words, but in deeds; mere knowledge is not the goal, but action.” “Say little and do much, for by your deeds shall you be judged.”

Joel may not have been aware of these words, but that is how he lived his life. He was active in university issues, community issues, and third world liberation struggles, particularly those concerned with Central America and South Africa. He helped to create the World Studies Table for the discussion of current events at Merrill. He traveled extensively in Latin America, all the while writing letters to the Merrill Field Program for students interested in placements. On his return to the university he met with those students and shared information with them about his experiences. He gathered materials to be used as resources at Merrill. He believed in the emphasis that UCSC placed on out-of-classroom learning and truly utilized many of the unique programs and facilities Merrill and UCSC had to offer.

He felt close to his family and friends, loved the outdoors, and most recently was politically concerned about El Salvador. Even when he became ill he was able to maintain his sense of humor and continue contact with his friends from all over the world.

In an ironic twist of fate, Joel was attacked by leukemia, an enemy we have not yet found a way to defeat, and died on March 31, 1982.

Joel lived a relatively short amount of time—not quite 25 years. Yet his involvement, concern, and compassion had an impact on all of us, and must serve to encourage us to take more responsibility for our own lives and for the well being of others.

There is another Talmudic saying that “life is a passing shadow—the shadow of a bird in flight. The bird flies away and there is neither bird nor shadow.” But we feel Joel's shadow remains with us.

We consider the fund a memorial to his good deeds and feel that it will provide the opportunity for others to continue the work in areas related to his interests and beliefs.

Quoting from the Talmud again, “If others do good through you, their deeds will be accounted to you as your own.” Joel was cut down in the prime of his life, but his good deeds will be continued through the establishment of this fund. The recipient of monies from the fund must be willing to accept the responsibility that comes with it—not only that of working hard as a student, but working for a better world. That is a responsibility that not only the recipient of the award accepts, but hopefully all people must accept.

All of us who were close to Joel and loved him wish to thank Merrill College and the people who were involved in establishing the fund. Somewhere, somehow, we know that all this caring would give Joel many good feelings and a sense of accomplishment.
